
(Form update 04/18/2016) 

  

   Saturday-Friday      

July 25-31, 2020 
 

Twin Lakes, Lake Tahoe, Mammoth Trip 
 

Approximately    752  Miles and 12 Hours from Central Phoenix “stack”, 
 

Type:  Day Hike    Max Rtg/Pts:  4/1  Elev. Change:      various     Length:  various 

Start Time:  See Below  Duration:        various  Max No of Part: N/A   Last Scouted:       Explore 

 
 

Major Hike:  
Cross-Country:  
Exploratory:  
Individual Effort:  
Options:  
Pass/Fees Rqd.:  
 

Required Equipment:  water, snacks, sunscreen, rain jackets in case of weather, walkie talkie 

Recommended Equipment:  poles, sunglasses, first aid  

Cautions and Special Preparations:  Reservations should be made at campgrounds or hotels before you 
leave for this trip as all three locations are very busy during the summer. 

Description:  The ultimate plan for this trip is to hike three days in Lake Tahoe.  However to break 
up the trip I decided to add one day of hiking in Twin Lakes, CA which is just outside of 
Bridgeport, CA, on the way to Lake Tahoe and one day of hiking in Mammoth, CA on the 
way back.  Below is the scheduled trails to hike: 
 
Sunday, July 26th:  Barney Lake Trail start time 8 am – 5.4 miles round trip with an elevation 
gain of 1,231 ft.  The hike starts at 7,027 feet elevation at the west end of the Annett’s Mono 
Village campground.  There is an option for lunch after the hike before heading to Lake Tahoe 
to settle in for the next few days. 
I will be staying in a motel room at Annett’s Mono Village.   Here is a link to Annett’s if you 
wish to stay there too: 
http://www.monovillage.com/index.html 
 
There are a number of campgrounds in the area round Twin Lakes (this is NOT Twin Lakes 
near Mammoth but near Bridgeport) that require reservations so please plan ahead.  There are 
also hotels/motels in Bridgeport, CA which is 14 miles away. 
 
In Lake Tahoe, DT and I will be staying at our timeshare, the Ridge Tahoe.  You are welcome 
to go online and book a room there as well.  One and two bedroom units are available.  
Depending on what you reserve, many units have fully stocked kitchens.  The resort is in the 
mountains and not in town.  Here is a link to their website if you want to check them out: 
 
https://www.ridgetahoeresort.com/ 

 Coordinator Alternate 

Name      Lisa Nguyen                               
Work Phone                                     
Home Phone                                     
Cell Phone     623-451-4791                                
Email    thenguyens@juno.com                     
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There are a number of campgrounds and hotels/motels to stay at in South Lake Tahoe to fit 
any budget.  I recommend you stay somewhere in the south Tahoe/Stateline area as all hikes 
will be in this part of the region. 
 
Monday, July 27th – Aloha Lake Trail via Echo Lake tentative start time 8 am.  The trailhead 
is south of Lake Tahoe off Highway 50.  This is a 12.5 in and out hike that passes 5 lakes 
along the way.  The trail is rated difficult but from the short portion I did it was relatively flat.  
Elevation gain is 1,873 with 2 sections of significant elevation gain.  I’m estimating 6-8 hours 
for the hike.  There is a water taxi at Lower Echo Lake that you can take from one end of the 
lake to the other to cut your walking time and miles down. 
 
Tuesday, July 28th – Today is a day of options.  We can either take a day off to relax and enjoy 
Lake Tahoe; visit the Ranger Station at Taylor Creek that has a nice short little trail that D.T 
and I always enjoy; or do the Rubicon Trail which can be either a 4.5 or 9 mile hiking trail 
along the lake which is supposed to have beautiful views of the lake and area.  This trail has a 
400 feet elevation gain if I have been reading up on it accurately.  The plan would be to park at  
D.L. Bliss State Park and either shuttle a car to Emerald Bay so we can make this a 4.5 mile 
one way hike or do a 9 mile round trip hike.  This hike can be as short or long as we like.  My 
tentative thoughts at the moment are to do the 4.5 mile one way hike at D.L. Bliss with car 
shuttle and possibly stop by Taylor Creek on the way back to Stateline. 
 
Wednesday, July 29th – Upper Velma Lake, Fontanhillis Lake, and Dicks Lake loop via Eagle 
Falls Trail start time 8 am possibly even 7 am.  The parking lot at this trailhead gets VERY 
busy but if we start early in the morning we will have no problem finding a parking spot.  
There is supposedly a parking fee but the last time I was there they were not taking fees.  This 
is roughly an 11 mile hike taking the Eagle Falls Trail to the Velma Trail then hiking over to 
Fontanillis Lake and Dicks Lake to meet up with the PCT trail back to the Eagle Falls Trail 
and off the mountain.  I believe the elevation gain will be 2,460 feet.  I have done some of this 
trail but not all of it so this will be exploratory but it is a popular and well hiked route.  
Estimating hike will take 6-8 hours. 
 
Thursday, July 30th – This will be a short travel day to move from Lake Tahoe to Mammoth 
Lakes to hike Duck Lake on Friday, July 31st.  If no one is interested in doing the Duck Lake 
hike on Friday, the hike will be cancelled and Thursday can be a travel day to where ever your 
heart might lead you.  There is the option to do a short hike around Horseshoe Lake once 
everyone is settled in the Mammoth area on Thursday.  This hike is a 2 mile flat hike around 
Horseshoe Lake.  You take Lake Mary Road and turn right at Lake Mary to get near 
Horseshoe Lake.  The last time I was there you had to park along the road as the parking lot at 
Horseshoe Lake was closed due to gas in the area.  Tentative start time for this hike would be 
3 or 4 pm.  I’m not sure where D.T. and I will be staying in Mammoth Lakes but there are a 
number of hotels/motels and campgrounds in the area for all budget levels. 
 
Friday, July 31st – Duck Lake start time 8 am.  The parking for this hike is in the Coldwater 
campground at the south end.  There is a large parking lot at the trailhead.  This is an 
approximate 10 mile in and out hike with elevation gain of around 2,100 feet.  The hike is 
heavily trafficked and is rated moderate but at 10,000 feet I’m sure we will be breathing hard.  
I’m estimating this hike will take around 6-8 hours. 
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Saturday, August 1st – Go Home! 
 

Driving Directions:  The two best ways to get to Twin Lakes near Bridgeport, CA, if you plan to do 
the prehike, and/or Lake Tahoe is to take I-10 to get to US-395 or drive up through Las Vegas 
taking the US-95  and cutting across on the 266/168 to get to US-395.  Twin Lakes will take 
you around 10  and a half hours while going straight to Lake Tahoe will take you about 12 and 
a half hours.  
 

 


